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Antique Fire Truck Being Restored
A 1948 fire truck, used for
decades by the Dubuque Fire
Department, is being fully restored
by the Dubuque Antique Fire
Club, a non-profit organization
consisting of active and retired
firefighters. Upon completion of
the restoration, the group plans
to donate the vehicle to the City
of Dubuque for use in parades,
festivals, and other special events.
The 1948 Seagraves Tiller Truck
is a 100-foot Arial Ladder, has a
steering position in the rear for
maneuvering, and is approximately
50 feet long. The vehicle was
“retired” from the Dubuque Fire
Department in 1989. The Antique
Fire Club acquired the truck in
1994. It is believed to be only

one of its type in existence in the
country.
The Antique Fire Club has
privately raised $73,000 of
the $85,000 necessary for the
complete restoration of the
vehicle. The group is
soliciting donations for
BEFORE
the remaining funds
needed to complete
the project. To make
a donation, please
send a check to the
Dubuque Antique Fire
Club, 4168 Peru Road,
Dubuque, IA 52001.
For more information,
contact Dubuque Fire Chief Dan
Brown at 589-4160 or dbrown@
cityofdubuque.org. 

Tree Sponsorship Program Established
The City of Dubuque Leisure
Services Department has established
a tree sponsorship program.
The purpose of the program,
initiated at the suggestion of Mayor
Roy D. Buol, is to solicit sponsors
to fund the transplanting of 119
trees in Dubuque parks and other
properties maintained by the City.
The trees are 16 to 25 feet tall and
four inches in diameter.
Beeler Tree Farm and Breitbach
Tree Farm have offered these trees
to the City for $250 each, which
includes transport and placement
of the tree. Tree varieties offered
include: Single Stem and River
Birch, Accolade Elm, and Maples
– Armstrong Columnar, Autumn
Blaze, Autumn Fantasy, Autumn
Flame, Emerald Queen, October
Brilliance, October Glory, Pacific
Sunset, and Sienna Glen.

BEFORE

This sponsorship program will
allow service clubs, companies
and individuals to “adopt” a site
and pay the cost to transplant the
tree. The sponsorship fee is $250
per tree. This program is aimed
at planting in the fall of 2008.
Thirteen trees have been sponsored
to date.
Consider sponsoring a tree that can
be enjoyed by many for decades to
come. A listing of locations and the
number of trees needed is proved
on page 2. Requests to sponsor
trees at the identified parks and
City properties will be granted on a
first-come, first-served basis.
If you are interested in sponsoring
a tree, or would like additional
information, please contact
Leisure Services Manager Gil
Spence at 589-4263 or gspence@
cityofdubuque.org. 
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Library Services at Kennedy Mall
Kennedy Mall and the CarnegieStout Public Library have partnered
to provide service for the pick up
and drop-off of library materials
beginning Monday, June 16, 2008.
“Construction on the CarnegieStout Public Library’s renovation
project is estimated to begin in the
fall. The Library will remain open
during the 15-month project, and
there will be occasions
during this time when
using the facility
will not be handy.
This partnership will
provide another
choice for drop off
and pick up of library
materials,” said
Library Director Susan
Henricks.
To begin using this new service
the borrowers will simply identify
materials that he or she would like
to borrow online, or by telephone at
589-4225 option 4. Selection from
the library’s online catalog will offer
a choice of where to pick up the
reserved materials. Once reserved,
if the material is on the Library’s
shelf, it will be available for pick up
at the Mall within 24 to 48 hours.
“Tree Sponsorhip Program”
continued from page 1 ...

Trees Needed:
Park/Area
Number of Trees
Bergfeld Recreation Area 12
Burden Park
4
Dodge Street/Highway 20 50
Dubuque Technology Park 12
Gay Park
6
Hillcrest Park
6
Pinard Park
2
Southern Park
4
Teddy Bear Park
3
Usha Park
10
Valentine Park
6
Welu Park
4
TOTAL

119
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Parking Enforcement
Now 24/7

Funding of this project was made, in
part, by the Friends of the Library.
“Kennedy Mall is very excited to
start this partnership with the
Dubuque Carnegie-Stout Public
Library. Hosting this drop-off pick
up point at the Mall’s Customer
Service Center is a great way to
not only assist with needs during
the library renovation
project, but to hopefully
expand circulation to
those who otherwise
may not have been
able to take advantage
of library materials,”
said Kennedy Mall
Marketing Director
Cindy Kohlmann.
Borrowers will need their CarnegieStout Public Library card and a
picture I.D. to pick up items at the
Customer Service Desk, which is
located in the center of the mall.
Mall hours are Monday – Saturday
from 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
and Sundays from 11:00 a.m. to
6:00 p.m. Please call Circulation
Supervisor Deb Stephenson at
563-589-4139 to learn more about
this service. 

Enforcement efforts of City
parking ordinances has been
enhanced in the past few months.
Parking Division enforcement
staff and the Police Department
enforce parking ordinances 24
hours a day, seven days per week.
Enforcement officer schedules
now include working evenings
and weekends.
Increased enforcement efforts will
focus on:
• parking on the wrong side of
the street,
• fire lane/fire hydrant violations,
• handicapped parking space
enforcement, and
• “for sale” vehicles parked on
streets.
For more information on parking
ordinances, visit the Parking
Division section of the City
website at www.cityofdubuque.
org, call 589-4266, or e-mail
parkramp@cityofdubuque.org 

Prepare for the Next Weather Extreme
After the snowiest winter and the
third-wettest spring in Dubuque
history, summer has finally arrived.
With it, comes the potential for
extreme heat waves.
When a heat wave is predicted or
happening, the American Red Cross
of the Tri-States recommends the
following:
• Avoid strenuous activity or do it
during the coolest part of the day,
which is usually in the morning
between 4:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m.
• Stay indoors as much as possible.
If air conditioning is not available,
stay on the lowest floor, out of
the sunshine. Try to go to a public
building with air conditioning
each day for several hours.
Remember, fans do not cool
the air, but they do help sweat
evaporate, which cools your body.

• Wear lightweight, light-colored
•

•
•

clothing. Light colors will reflect
away some of the sun’s energy.
Drink plenty of water regularly
and often. Your body needs water
to keep cool. Drink plenty of fluids
even if you do not feel thirsty.
Water is the safest liquid to drink
during heat emergencies. Avoid
drinks with alcohol or caffeine
in them. They can make you feel
good briefly, but make the heat’s
effects on your body worse.
Eat small meals and eat more
often. Avoid foods that are
high in protein, which increase
metabolic heat.
Avoid using salt tablets unless
directed to do so by a physician.

For more information on emergency
preparations, visit www.arcdbq.org
or call 583-6451. 
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City Manager’s Message
Michael C. Van Milligen

I am pleased to report that the
City portion of Dubuque’s FY2009
City property tax rate will be even
lower than the rate I recommended
to the City Council in March. The
Iowa Department of Management
recently notified the City that
the FY2009 property tax assessed
valuation increase was greater
than anticipated increasing
from the projected amount of
$1,779,297,458 to $1,800,795,871.
This increase in assessed valuation
has allowed the City to reduce the
FY2009 rate from the $10.09 per
thousand dollars of assessed value
to $9.97. As a result, the average
residential property owner will now
experience a 2.76 percent increase,
or $14.09, rather than 4 percent, or
$20.43.
Compared to a tax rate of $14.58
in FY1987, the FY2009 tax rate
has decreased 31.63 percent over
the last 22 years. The average
residential homeowner has seen an

increase of less than one percent
or $2.36 in the amount of property
tax paid since FY1987. The average
commercial taxpayer has seen
an increase of 38.23 percent or
$983.21 and the industrial taxpayer
has seen a decrease of 18.03
percent or $1,314.51 since FY1987.

rate among Iowa’s 10 largest cities.
The highest ranked city (Sioux City
- $18.71) is 88 percent higher than
Dubuque’s rate, and the average
($16.02) is 61 percent higher than
Dubuque.
At $325, Dubuque also has the
lowest property taxes per capita
(taxes collected per person age 18
and over) among Iowa’s 10 largest
cities. The highest-ranked city (West
Des Moines - $895) is 176 percent
higher than Dubuque’s taxes per
capita, and the average ($597) is 84
percent higher than Dubuque. 

The increased valuation will also
benefit commercial and industrial
property owners. Commercial
property owners were going
to experience a 2.47 percent
reduction, or $91, will now have a
3.63 percent reduction, or $133.95.
Industrial property owners would
have received
Tax Rate Comparison for
a 2.2 perecent
reduction, or
Iowa's 10 Largest Cities
$136.33, will
$20
now get a
$17.72
$17.18
$18
3.37 percent
$15.58
$15.07
$16
reduction, or
$14
$208.54.
$12.38
At $9.97 per
thousand dollars
in assessed
valuation,
Dubuque has
the lowest
property tax

Rate per $1,000 Assessed Value

The City of Dubuque’s Fiscal Year
(FY) 2009 begins July 1, 2008. With
it, the City’s new rates and fees will
go into effect.
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Smokefree Air Act Effective July 1
Iowa’s Smokefree Air Act was signed
into law by Governor Chet Culver
on April 15, 2008. The law goes into
effect on July 1, 2008. Smoking will
be regulated in public places, places
of employment, and certain outdoor
areas.
The basics of the new law are as
follows:
• Smoking is prohibited in all
enclosed public places and
workplaces and in some outdoor
areas.
• Smoking is not allowed in
outdoor sports arenas, stadiums,
amphitheaters, and in the
designated seating areas of
outdoor festivals or other
outdoor entertainment venues
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•
•

•

•

where the public gathers to
witness entertainment events.
Smoking is also prohibited in
the outdoor seating or serving
areas of restaurants; public
transportation stations, platforms
and shelters; school grounds; and
the grounds of public buildings.
The law prohibits smoking in
all enclosed areas in places of
employment.
A private residence used as a child
care facility, a child care home, or
as a health care provider location
also must be smoke free.
Smoking is not allowed in
enclosed areas within places of
employment, including break
rooms.
Smoking is allowed in outdoor

areas not required to be smoke
free by the Smokefree Air Act.
• Smoking is prohibited in
all enclosed areas of bars,
nightclubs, lounges, adult
entertainment establishments,
cabarets, restaurants, coffee
shops, sandwich shops, fastfood restaurants, and cafeterias.
Establishments which are defined
as bars under the Smokefree
Air Act may allow smoking only
on unenclosed outdoor patios.
Smoking is not allowed in
outdoor seating areas or patios of
restaurants.
For complete details, visit www.
iowasmokefreeair.gov or call
1-888-944-2247. 
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Utility Charges for Outside Watering
As the hottest months of summer approach, the City’s Utility Billing staff
often receive questions regarding outside watering. Below are responses
to the most frequently asked questions.

July

How can I avoid sewer charges for outside watering?
Customers can install a water only meter in addition to their main meter
that measures consumption for outside watering of lawns, shrubs,
pool fills, etc. Another option for large pool fills is to contact Water
Distribution at 589-4304 and request to have your pool filled. The
customer will be billed for both labor and water.

2

What is a water-only meter?
A water-only meter is a separately installed meter that only supplies
water to lines where water will not enter the sanitary sewer system
(typically outside faucets). The customer must purchase the water only
metering equipment and have it installed by a licensed plumber. There is
a minimum monthly charge for this meter.

13

Please call Utility Billing at 589-4144 with any questions. 

Water Meter Testing

2

10
12

17
19
23
26

The City of Dubuque will retain a consultant for random testing
of water meters. The testing will include commercial and
residential meters of different types and ages throughout the
City.

27

If your meter is randomly selected for testing, you will be
contacted and a time scheduled. If you have any questions,
please contact Utility Billing at 589-4142 or utilityb@
cityofdubuque.org. 

2
2
9

The City of Dubuque welcomes these new employees:
Daniel Atkins
Anne Link
Parking Division
Fire Department

10

Erich Moeller
Cable TV Division

Stephanie Henkes
Airport

Todd Sieverding
Fire Department

Christopher Lester
Water Pollution Control

Contact Information

The City of Dubuque welcomes
comments and suggestions about your
city government or news appearing in
this newsletter. Please contact:
City Manager’s Office
50 W. 13th Street
Dubuque, Iowa 52001-4864
(563) 589-4110 phone
(563) 589-4149 fax
ctymgr@cityofdubuque.org
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Editorial Information

Editor: Randy Gehl, Public Info. Officer
City News is inserted in the City of
Dubuque utility bills six times per year.
For the most up-to-date City news and
events, visit www.cityofdubuque.org.

Sidewalk Chalk Art, 6 p.m., AllisonHenderson Park. FREE
Mini Golf Night, 6:30 p.m., AllisonHenderson Park. FREE
Big Wheel 500 Races, 6:30 p.m., AllisonHenderson Park. FREE
Nature Day for Kids: “Animal Tracks - Who
just passed by?” 10:30 a.m. – Noon, E.B.
Lyons Center. FREE
Mines of Spain Recreation Area Program:
Butterfly Count, 1 p.m., E.B. Lyons Center.
FREE
Water Carnival, 6:30 p.m., Flora Pool. FREE
Nature Day for Kids: “Prairies,” 10:30 a.m. –
Noon, E.B. Lyons Interpretive Center. FREE
Citywide Playground Carnival, 6:30 p.m.,
Allison-Henderson Park. FREE
Nature Day for Kids: “Critter Connection
- Food Webs,” 10:30 a.m. – Noon, E.B. Lyons
Interpretive Center. FREE
Mines of Spain Recreation Area Program:
Wetland Fun, 1 p.m., Horseshoe Bluff
Parking Lot. FREE

August

New Faces
Jessica Cole
Housing & Community Dev.

Calendar

24
30

Family Pool Party, 7 p.m. – 10 p.m., Sutton
Pool, $10 per family.
Nature Day for Kids: “Here Fishy, Fishy,
Fishy,” 10:30 a.m. – Noon, E.B. Lyons
Interpretive Center. FREE
Nature Day for Kids: “Happy Birthday
Smokey,” 10:30 a.m. – Noon, E.B. Lyons
Interpretive Center. FREE
Mines of Spain Recreation Area Program:
Happy Birthday Smokey, 1 p.m., E.B. Lyons
Interpretive Center. FREE
Youth/Family Triathlon, 8 a.m., race begins
with a swim at Sutton Pool, then continues
on bikes along the Hawthorne Street/
Eagle Point Park area and ends with a run
along the Dubuque Jaycee’s Trail. Entry fee
is $8.00 per person or $12.00 per family.
Nature Day for Kids: “Mammals,” 10:30 a.m.
– Noon, E.B. Lyons Center. FREE
Mines of Spain Recreation Area Program:
Birds of the Mines of Spain, 1 p.m., E.B.
Lyons Center. FREE
Nature Day for Kids: “Creepy Crawlies,”
10:30 a.m. – Noon, E.B. Lyons Center. FREE

This calendar is subject to change.
• Leisure Services: 589-4263, cityofdubuque.org
• Five Flags: 589-4258, fiveflagscenter.com
• E.B. Lyons Interpretive Center, Mines of Spain:
556-0620, minesofspain.org
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