HISTORY

In 1983, while conducting a survey tor the proposed extension of U.S. Highway 61, the lowa Department of
Transportation discovered contaminated residues from the gas manutacturing process, commonly referred to as
coal tar, on the site. Contaminants were found I1n both the groundwater and soil. The Peoples Natural Gas site was

added to the Superfund Program’s National Priorities List on August 30, 1990. The cleanup began in 1989, and
included the excavation and incineration of 17,250 cubic yards of contaminated soil and pumping and treatment
of contaminated groundwater. Soil excavation and incineration were completed in 1998. Groundwater pumping and
treatment began in 1996 and ended in 2003. A new pumping system was then installed between the site and the
Mississippl River to capture any contaminated groundwater. This pumping system still operates today.

-

The Key City Gas Co. plant at 11th and Pine streets in 1'930.
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Superfund sites are not often redeveloped. In the absence of a suitable reuse, =
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they persist as long-term vacant, fenced, and blighted properties. The City
of Dubuque recognized an opportunity with the Peoples Natural Gas site to g @ Water Table Aquifer
provide a much-needed space to house The Jule Operations and Training S HH §
Center near the Intermodal Transportation Center. '
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During construction, excavated soil was stockpiled

The City collaborated with the United States Environmental Protection O N N TR on site and then sampled before determining a
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Despite multiple cleanup operations, a report iIssued In 2006 estimated / S A T U A T e T e

008,380 pounds of polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons and 5,910 pounds of

VAPOR

volatile organic compounds remained on site, primarily in the form of coal tar.

Much of the remaining contamination is restrained by the site’s geology. The bU||d|ng deSign team Worked tOQEther tO Groundwater on this site 1s sampled semi-annually to track

protect both human health and the environment. e

1S IS accomplished using groundwater monitoring wells.
Typically, monitoring wells are 2-inch pipes drilled into
the subsurface with slots at the bottom. The slots allow
groundwater into the well so environmental professionals
can gather samples. Three aquifers are present at this site:
the Water Table Aquifer, the Silty Sand Aquifer, and the
Alluvial Aquifer. There are monitoring wells both on and off the
site In each of the three aquifers to monitor for contamination

movement both horizontally and vertically.

Contaminated soil being stockpiled for shipment and treatment off-site during clean up in 1991.

PARTNERSHIPS

During construction, several wells were altered so they could continue to be used for monitoring.




