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FROM:
Chris Happ Olson, Assistant Planner 
SUBJECT:
Section 106 Programmatic Agreement
DATE:
April 11, 2025
Introduction: We seek your input on the development of a programmatic agreement with the State Historic Preservation Office for the purpose of undertaking projects that require Section 106 review. 

Background: The City of Dubuque utilizes a number of grants from the federal Housing and Urban Development Department (HUD) in order to make improvements to properties within the City limits. These improvements typically affect the quality and health of housing and other services for people with disabilities, older individuals, or families with children. 

Our Housing & Community Development Department (Housing) is the recipient of these grants and part of what they are charged with doing is exploring options to mitigate negative effects to historic or cultural resources. Planning staff assist Housing staff in order to take on this work, which falls under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA). That law requires federal agencies to consider the effects on historic properties of projects they carry out, assist, fund, permit, license, or approve throughout the country. If a federal or federally assisted project has the potential to affect historic properties, a Section 106 review will take place.
In order to better assist the Housing Department with their Section 106 work, we have been seeking a programmatic agreement with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) to allow us to expedite certain types of projects where historic or cultural resources are not present. We would be the only Iowa community that has such an agreement, and that is reflective of the SHPO’s confidence in our work. 
Discussion: The City has permission from HUD to work on the development of an agreement.  Enclosed is a draft programmatic agreement that we have developed with our Housing and the SHPO. As part of this work, we seek input from the Historic Preservation Commission and the public, as we plan to post this on our website and make it available for comment by the date of our upcoming meeting. 
Requested Action: We ask that you provide us with comments, questions and input at our upcoming Commission meeting. 

cc
Wally Wernimont, Planning Services Director
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